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PENNSYLVANIA POLICYMAKERS 
 
The Pennsylvania Senate and the House of Representatives will reconvene in voting session on Monday, 
March 11 at 1:00 PM.   
 
 

House and Senate Budget Hearings 
 
Higher Education Funding in Pennsylvania 
 
As the Appropriations Committees of the House and Senate consider state funding for 
higher education in the 2013-2014 state budget, it should be noted that the Governor’s 
proposed “flat-funding” for higher education would leave state funding for the public 
institutions $200 million below the funding level of three years ago. 
 
It should also be noted that Pennsylvania currently ranks 46th in the country in state 
support for higher education on a dollars per capita basis, and that tuition n the public 
sector is among the highest in the country, while Pennsylvania students leave college 
with some of the highest levels of student debt in the nation.  
 
State-Related Universities 
 

http://www.eplc.org/
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On February 25 and 28, the House and Senate Appropriations Committees held budget hearings with 
the presidents of the four State-Related Universities (The University of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania State 
University, Temple University, and Lincoln University).  Each of the four presidents provided brief remarks 
about the historical significance of each of their universities and the importance of the state appropriation 
in keeping tuition affordable for Pennsylvania students.  Members of the legislative panels commended 
the universities for their budget sacrifices over the past several years.  Democratic Chairman of the 
House Appropriations Committee Joseph Markosek said of the state-related universities “over the last 
two years you have had a 19 percent cut in your overall funds.”  He went on to say, “The Governor 
celebrated flat-funding for you…I think you should get more funding; not only is education a very serious 
and deep part of the fabric of the Commonwealth but you are all huge economic generators in  your 
areas.”   
 
The presidents of Pitt, Penn State, Temple, and Lincoln Universities shared with members the kinds of 
cost saving activities each of the institutions has undertaken to offset the cuts in state funding over the 
past several years.   
 
They expressed concern about their abilities to attract and recruit faculty and to continue to be world class 
research universities with the level of state support they are currently receiving.  University of Pittsburgh 
Chancellor Mark Nordenberg said that “flat-funding takes us back to fiscal year 1995 levels; we’re going 
all the way back to that period in absolute dollars unadjusted for inflation.”  Lincoln President Robert 
Jennings testified that “if we increase our tuition by 3 percent next year, which is what we must project to 
keep pace with increased insurance costs and to meet the obligations of our Collective Bargaining 
Agreements, we will still have not generated enough dollars to make ends meet.  The impact of this 
increase will likely cause another two or three hundred students to not return, thus reducing the amount of 
funds we will have to work with.”  
 
The presidents were asked to discuss their research activities and the resulting economic impact for the 
Commonwealth.  University of Pittsburgh Chancellor Mark Nordenberg said, that “we’re at about $750 
million that we import into the local economy.  Rodney Erickson, President of Penn State University, 
reported that Penn State “did over $807 million in research activity, the largest single component of that, 
$500 million came from the federal government; in addition we partner with commonwealth agencies.”   
 
Lawmakers were also interested in learning about the level of student debt for each of the institutions.  It 
was reported that Penn State students graduate with an average debt of $33,530; Temple students 
graduate with an average debt of $32,766; Pitt students graduate with an average debt of $32,000; and 
Lincoln students graduate with an average debt of $37,000.  Temple University President Neil Theobald 
emphasized in his written remarks that the Commonwealth’s annual non-preferred appropriation is the 
single most important factor in keeping tuition affordable for Pennsylvania families.  Click here to read the 
presidents’ written testimony.  
 
Click here to view the Senate Appropriations Committee’s budget hearing with State-Related Universities. 
Click here to view the House Appropriations Committee’s budget hearing with State-Related Universities. 
 
 

Pennsylvania State System of Higher Education  
 
On March 4 and March 5, the Pennsylvania State System of Higher Education (PASSHE) testified at 
budget hearings held by the House and Senate Appropriations Committees, respectively.  During those 
two days of hearings, Dr. Peter Garland, acting chancellor of PASSHE, was joined by presidents from 
Bloomsburg University, Lock Haven University, and Edinboro University.     
 
Dr. Garland began his testimony before the House Appropriations Committee with a brief overview of 
the status of PASSHE and its member institutions.  He reminded state lawmakers that the state funding 
level in the current fiscal year is only about $1 million more than it was 15 years ago.  He further 
explained that at that time (15 years ago) the state accounted for 47 percent of the core operating budget 
and today it is at 27 percent.  As a result of declining state support for higher education, students and 
families make up the remaining revenue through tuition and fees.   Garland was asked to describe how 
budget cuts affect tuition rate.  He said the System requested a modest increase ($11.6 million over the 

http://www.eplc.org/notebook2013/StateRelateds%2002%2026%2013.pdf
http://www.pasenategop.com/budget-hearings/2013/summary.htm
http://www.pahousegop.com/budgethearings.aspx
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$412.8 million proposed by the Governor) but the Governor has proposed level funding for PASSHE.  
He said the system is projecting a 2.8 percent tuition increase and noted that the tuition rates have been 
kept at or below inflation for the past five years.  Keeping in mind the Governor’s proposed budget and 
budget cuts that have occurred over a number of years, Garland said that System operations have been 
carefully scrutinized and programs in high demand have been prioritized.  Bloomsburg University 
President David Soltz added that some class sizes have increased, more temporary faculty have been 
hired, and low-enrollment programs have been suspended.    
  
Legislators wanted to know the graduation rates at PASSHE institutions.  Garland noted the four year 
graduation rate is 34 percent and the six year rate is over 55 percent.  More than one-third of the students 
that enter are not counted because they start as part-time, transfer, or matriculate in the spring.  Tracking 
nationally for any PASSHE student completing a degree is 75-80 percent, he reported.  PASSHE also 
looks at other performance indicators such as how many more people the System confers degrees on.  
The number of degrees and certificates has increased by about 2,000 per year, and the System is on 
track to have 30,000 per year by 2017.   
 
Members of the Senate Appropriations Committee asked questions on a range of topics such as 
student fees, modernization efforts, remediation, and deferred maintenance projects.  Senators inquired 
about efforts being undertaken by PASSHE to curtail increases in student fees not associated with 
tuition.  Garland responded that PASSHE looks very carefully at increasing fees and noted that they were 
up only three percent last year.  He added that increases to combined tuition, room and board, and fees 
are below the national and regional averages.  Along the same lines, Garland was asked about the 
average student costs compared to ten years ago.  He said over the past ten years, the average rate of 
tuition increase at a PASSHE institution has been 3.9 percent.  Pennsylvania resident undergraduate 
tuition rate is about $6,400 this year.  He was also asked to respond to PHEAA reports indicating that the 
purchasing power of state grants have declined over the years.  Garland agreed with PHEAA and said 
they are mindful of growth in student fees.  Endinboro University President Julie Wollman echoed 
Garland’s response and noted that they are working hard to maximize efficiencies and control costs.  She 
said they are focusing on private fundraising as opposed to raising tuition to pay for projects. 
 
There were also several questions regarding the impact of the modernization efforts enacted by the 
General Assembly last year.  Garland said they have formulated a process for receiving applied 
doctorates, as well as a process for reviewing inventions and other developments related to technology 
transfer.  In addition to applied doctorates, the Higher Education Modernization Act of 2012 was also 
established to free up universities’ abilities to work with foundations on private fundraising efforts.  
Legislators wanted to know how that was progressing.  Lock Haven University President Michael 
Fiorentino responded  by saying that most public institutions are not as familiar with the concept of 
private fundraising as some other schools.  He said Lock Haven is currently assessing strategies and is in 
the preliminary stages of launching a capital campaign.   
 
Senator Mike Folmer, Chairman of the Senate Education Committee, was concerned with reports that 
PASSHE spends millions of dollars on student remediation.  Garland said 17 percent of PASSHE 
students require some form of remediation, mostly in the area of mathematics.  Folmer also expressed 
concerned with reports that schools in Pennsylvania seem to be re-training teachers coming out of the 
PASSHE institutions.  Garland responded by saying they are constantly working on teacher preparation 
programs to improve that situation. 
 
Legislators also inquired about the status and condition of university buildings.  Garland testified that 
the System’s deferred maintenance backlog exceeds $2 billion, with a number of buildings not having 
been renovated for 30 years.   
 
Click here to view the House Appropriations Committee’s budget hearing with PASSHE. 
Click here to view the Senate Appropriations Committee’s budget hearing with PASSHE.  
 
 

Pennsylvania Commission for Community Colleges 
 

http://www.legis.state.pa.us/WU01/LI/LI/US/HTM/2012/0/0104..HTM
http://www.pabudget.com/budgethearings.aspx
http://www.pasenategop.com/budget-hearings/2013/summary.htm
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On March 4, the House Appropriations Committee held a budget hearing with the Pennsylvania 
Commission for Community Colleges.  Dr. Alex Johnson, President of the Community College of 
Allegheny County and President of the Commission, summarized a few key points from his written 
testimony and then thanked state lawmakers for the $1.5 million increase in capital funding in the current 
fiscal year which funded nine projects and leveraged additional local funds for a total project value of 
nearly $63 million.  These projects ranged from critical instructional facility renovations to a new health 
sciences building to renovations for a new educational center to serve an underserved area.  Johnson 
reported that backlogs still exist and the Commission is working on more innovative approaches to 
facilities’ planning.  Dr. Johnson went on to say that community colleges are still struggling to meet record 
enrollment numbers while reducing costs and implementing cost efficiencies over the past several years.  
There are few discretionary funds left for community colleges to cut from and tuition is always a last 
resort.  The state’s fourteen community colleges serve more than 429,000 students through credit 
programs or non-credit workforce development, in addition to other programs, and bring the total number 
of Pennsylvanians being served by community colleges to just under 500,000.   
 
One legislator commented that funding for community colleges used to be based on a one-third 
commitment from the student, one-third commitment from the local sponsor and a one-third commitment 
from the state.  Today, however, funding relies more heavily on student tuition.  Currently, community 
colleges receive about 17 percent of their funding from the state and operate at about 1998 basic 
supplement levels.  Under Governor Corbett’s 2013-14 budget proposal, community colleges would 
receive no additional funding for their operating budgets or capital projects.  The community colleges are 
seeking an increase of $8 million for operating needs and an increase of $6 million for capital projects.  
The Commission reports “the increase in operating funding will help expand programs and courses to 
Pennsylvanians who are seeking an affordable pathway to the baccalaureate or the skills to re-enter the 
workforce.  The capital funding will help to move significant projects forward.  Currently, the colleges 
report $104 million in shovel-ready projects ranging from retrofitting major science labs to new facilities for 
culinary and other growing programs and an additional $8 million in critical deferred maintenance and 
equipment needs.  The current capital line item is already obligated to on-going projects so no new 
projects can begin without additional capital funding.”   
 
Click here read the written testimony and to watch a video account of the House Appropriations 
Committee budget hearing with the PA Commission for Community Colleges. 
 
 

Thaddeus Stevens College of Technology 
 
On March 5, the House Appropriations Committee held a budget hearing with Thaddeus Stevens 
College of Technology (TSCT).  Dr. William Griscom, President of TSCT, provided a brief overview 
which included the history of the state-owned school, its mission and key performance measures.  
Griscom testified that the college receives about 3,300 applications per year and one in five is accepted.  
The graduation rate is 60 percent and the job placement rate is 93 percent.  He also noted that the TSCT 
continues to outperform its 28 two-year college benchmark institutions in Pennsylvania, New York, 
Maryland, and New Jersey by a factor of 300 to 500 percent in key performance measures.  According to 
Griscom, the biggest challenge for the College is the lack of capacity.  “We simply don’t have the capacity 
to provide the opportunities we need to provide for students who are trying to change the circumstances 
of their lives as well as support the technical workforce needs of the Commonwealth.  We should be at 
least at 2,000 students, we should have 600 graduates per year, and we should double the size of our 
machine technology, our electrical technology, our metals fabrication, HVAC and plumbing programs.”   
Griscom commented that the Governor has been “very good to the college” and TSCT has the funds for 
capital projects, but needs increased operating revenues.  Governor Corbett has proposed to level fund 
TSCT at $10.33 million for FY 2013-2014.  The College is requesting a $793,000 increase (7.7 percent) 
over the Governor’s figure for a total state appropriation of $11.125 million. 
 
Click here to view the written materials presented at the hearing. 
 
 

Pennsylvania Department of Education 
 

http://www.pabudget.com/budgethearings.aspx
http://www.stevenscollege.edu/
http://www.stevenscollege.edu/
http://www.eplc.org/notebook2013/thaddeusstevens.pdf
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On February 27, the House Appropriations Committee held a budget hearing with the Department of 
Education (PDE).  Secretary of Education Ronald Tomalis provided a brief overview of the Governor’s 
proposed budget for education and then fielded state lawmakers’ questions on a variety of topics 
including student enrollment, adequate yearly progress, charter and cyber charter school funding, special 
education, approved private schools, vocational technical education, job training, school pensions and 
early learning opportunities.  The most contentious line of questioning for the Secretary came from 
several members challenging the assertion that Governor Corbett’s budget proposal for FY 2013-2014 
represents the “largest amount of state dollars that has ever been dedicated to K-12 education in the 
history of the Commonwealth.”  Democratic Chairman Joseph Markosek (D-25) noted that the Governor, 
since entering office, has cut roughly $1 billion per year from public education including state dollars that 
supported programs such as the school improvement grant program, the educational assistance program, 
charter school reimbursements to school districts and the basic education subsidy line item.  Tomalis 
disagreed and said, “In 2008-2009, two years before Governor Corbett took office, the basic education 
line item was $5.2 billion;  in 2010-2011 that line item was $4.7 billion before Governor Corbett took 
office.  That line item in the governor’s proposal is $5.5 billion.”  The basic education subsidy line item – 
the line item amount Tomalis cited -- is the primary, but not the only, state appropriation that drives money 
to local school districts.   
 
Secretary Tomalis was asked why the Governor did not propose an increase in the special education 
funding line item, particularly since it has not received an increase in over five years.  Tomalis stated that 
the Governor’s budget proposal contains flexibility for school districts to place more funds in special 
education if they choose.  While the Governor’s proposal level funds special education at $1.03 billion, it 
also proposes to shift $10 million to the special education contingency fund resulting in every school 
district getting a small decrease in their state funding for special education.   
 
On March 4, the Senate Education Committee held its budget hearing with the Department of 
Education.  Secretary of Education Ronald Tomalis was asked if the Corbett administration is still 
committed to reforming charter and cyber charter education.  He indicated that they were committed 
and shared a willingness to continue that conversation from the previous year.  Tomalis was then pressed 
by one Senator who wanted to know what the Secretary was going to do about the dismal (60 percent) 
graduation rates and student truancy issues at cyber charter schools.  Tomalis said that the Department 
of Education is strengthening its review process of cyber charter applications and said that he recently 
denied the application of eight cyber charter operators and shut down one cyber charter school.   
 
Tomalis was also asked to share what the Department’s plan is for the approximately 30 school districts 
that are facing “serious fiscal difficulty” and an explanation as to how the Governor’s proposal is 
addressing school districts in fiscal distress.  Secretary Tomalis said the Governor is proposing an 
additional $90 million for basic education funding and emphasized that the Department is driving more 
money to poorer school districts.   
 
Members of the Senate panel inquired about PlanCon and wanted to know whether the Governor plans to 
extend the moratorium on construction projects.  Secretary Tomalis responded that the Administration 
does plan on extending the moratorium and explained that the 350 projects are in various stages of the 
PlanCon process.  “We are continuing to fund projects as they are lined up and as the prior debt is 
extinguished,” he said.  “Unfortunately that will take some time.  We did an analysis and we would need 
$160 million more just to approve the ones sitting in (PlanCon stage) H.”  Projects that have reached the 
"PlanCon H" approval stage are considered "in the pipeline.”  At that stage, a project has been put out to 
bid and is relatively far along in a process that begins at "PlanCon A" and usually ends with "PlanCon K." 
 
The Secretary was asked about the proposed increase ($25) for teaching certificates that will offset costs 
to fund activities related to investigating educator misconduct.  Lawmakers wanted to know how prevalent 
teacher misconduct is in Pennsylvania.  Tomalis reported that in the last five to ten years there is a much 
more heightened level of knowledge and much lower tolerance to pass the issue on to someone else.  
Currently, PDE has a backlog of over 140 cases of teacher misconduct involving inappropriate sexual 
relations with students that are being investigated. 
  
Click here to watch the House Appropriations Committee’s budget hearing with the PDE. 
Click here to watch the Senate Appropriations Committee’s budget hearing with the PDE. 

http://www.pahousegop.com/budgethearings.aspx
http://www.pasenategop.com/budget-hearings/2013/summary.htm
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Public School Employees’ Retirement System 
 
On February 27, the House and the Senate Appropriations Committees held budget hearings with the 
Public School Employees’ Retirement System (PSERS).  Lawmakers had questions pertaining to the 
Governor’s pension reform proposal, the system’s unfunded liability, PSERS rates of return, and the 
effectiveness of Act 120 of 2010.  While it is the policy of PSERS not to take a position on any legislation 
or support any specific policy on pension reform, it does serve as a technical expert on pension funding 
issues and provides information so effective pension policy decisions can be made by all decision-
makers.  PSERS Executive Director Jeffrey Clay was asked about the costs of operating dual systems 
(defined benefit [DB]system for current members and a defined contribution [DC] system for new 
employees) as proposed by the Governor.  Clay said it is likely PSERS would outsource the 
administration of a DC system.  He said PSERS would need at least $10 million to start the new DC 
system.   
 
Legislators also wanted to know how the unfunded liability would be affected if a new DC is created since 
new employees would pay into the new plan and thus be siphoning off money that would have otherwise 
been used to pay down the liability.  David Durbin, Executive Director for the State Employees’ 
Retirement System (SERS), responded by saying that the unfunded liability is driving rates and if less 
money is flowing into the system, it will earn less money.  He concluded, how much the systems (PSERS, 
SERS) are affected will depend on how the new plan is structured.   
 
In terms of the effectiveness of Act 120, panelists representing both of the state’s pension systems 
agreed that Act 120 is a good step and a step in the right direction.  They agree that Act 120 has provided 
significant savings for the two systems.  Act 120 cut the cost of benefits by more than 70 percent and 
over time will reduce the unfunded liability.  Clay emphasized that the issue is still the ever increasing 
contribution rate, which creates fiscal issues for schools and the state.  Without Act 120, the rates would 
be almost 30 percent this year instead of the current rate of 12.36 percent.  Clay stated 30 percent 
amounts to $5 billion.  Currently, the schools contribute $1.7 billion.  The Governor’s proposal for FY 
2013-2014 underfunds the appropriation for the Public School Employees’ Retirement Fund (PSERS) by 
more than $100 million than is required by current law, creating pressure on the General Assembly to 
adopt pension reform measures. 
 
Lawmakers also wanted to know about PSERS rates of return.  The one year rate of return is 11.39 
percent; the three year rate of return is 9.9 percent; the ten year rate of return is 8.45 percent; the 25 year 
rate of return is 8.91 percent; and the 30 year rate of return is 9.49 percent.  PSERS has outperformed 
the assumed rate of return in each instance.  For more information, including financial highlights, funded 
status, and an update on pension funding issues, click here.    
 
Click here to view the Senate Appropriations Committee’s budget hearing with PSERS. 
Click here to view the House Appropriations Committee’s budget hearing with PSERS. 
 
 

PA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

On February 21, Secretary of Education Ron Tomalis nominated four Pennsylvania schools to 
compete for the U.S. Department of Education’s Green Schools Award.  The Green Ribbon Schools 
program recognizes schools that are working to reduce environmental impact and costs; improve the 
health and wellness of students and staff; and provide effective environmental and sustainability 
education.  The four schools nominated are: Nazareth Area Middle School, Nazareth Area School 
District, Northampton County; Broughal Middle School, Bethlehem Area School District, Northampton 
County; Albert M. Greenfield Elementary School, Philadelphia School District; and Westtown School, 
Chester County.  These four schools have also been named 2013 Pennsylvania Pathways Schools and 
will receive a financial incentive to further their work on achieving the goals set forth in the Green Ribbon 
Schools pillars.  The Secretary also nominated Lower Merion School District, Montgomery County, for 
the District Sustainability Award, which recognizes a school district for applying energy conservation 
initiatives across multiple school buildings throughout the district.  The U.S. Department of Education is 
expected to announce the winners in late April. 

http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt?open=514&objID=1414225&parentname=ObjMgr&parentid=4&mode=2
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/WU01/LI/LI/US/HTM/2010/0/0120..HTM
http://www.eplc.org/notebook2013/PSERS%20022713.pdf
http://www.pasenategop.com/budget-hearings/2013/summary.htm
http://www.pahousegop.com/budgethearings.aspx
http://www2.ed.gov/programs/green-ribbon-schools/index.html
http://www2.ed.gov/programs/green-ribbon-schools/index.html
http://www.pathwaystogreenschools.org/
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EPLC NEWS 

The March edition of “Focus on Pennsylvania Education” will look at the issue of Student Testing.  
The monthly show produced by EPLC and PCN will be broadcast on PCN at 9:00 p.m. on the 2nd 
Wednesday of every month, now through June, and then again this fall in September through 
December.  PCN typically repeats the broadcast at later times each month.  To learn more, visit 
http://pcntv.com/new-series-focus-on-education/.  Information about sponsorships available for the show 
can be obtained by contacting Ron Cowell at 717-260-9900 or at cowell@eplc.org. 

 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 On February 22, the Board of Governors of the Pennsylvania State System of Higher Education 
(PASSHE) designated PASSHE Executive Vice Chancellor Dr. Peter H. Garland to serve as 
acting chancellor effective March 1.  Garland has held numerous senior level leadership positions 
with PASSHE since first being named executive associate to the chancellor in January 2002.  He will 
serve as acting chancellor until Nov. 1, or until a successor to outgoing Chancellor Dr. John C. 
Cavanaugh is named.  Cavanaugh will now serve as president and chief executive officer of the 
Consortium of Universities of the Washington Metropolitan Area (Washington, DC).  He has been the 
PASSHE’s chancellor since June 2008. 

 
 The Family to Family Health Information Project of the Peal Center (Pittsburgh) is sponsoring 

free workshops on “Medical Assistance, Waivers and the Affordable Care Act: Using Public Insurance 
to Get Services and Supports You Need” on Wednesday, March 27 (Harrisburg); Thursday, March 
28 (King of Prussia); Friday, March 29 (Philadelphia); Wednesday, April 10 (Pittsburgh) and 
Thursday, April 18 (Wilkes Barre).  For more information, visit www.pealcenter.org.     

 
DATEBOOK 

 

 The House Education Committee will hold a public hearing on HB 135 (mandate waiver program) 
on Tuesday, March 12 in Harrisburg at 9:00 AM.   
 

 The Senate Committees on Education and Veterans Affairs and Emergency Preparedness are 
holding a follow-up hearing on school safety focusing on child care centers, buses, parochial schools, 
colleges and universities) on Wednesday, March 13 in Harrisburg at 9:00 AM.   

 

 The House Tourism and Recreational Development Committee will hold a presentation by the PA 
Historical and Museum Commission on funding and strategic planning on Wednesday, March 13 
in Harrisburg at 9:30 AM.  

 

 The House Education Committee will hold a public hearing on HB 618 and HB 759 (cyber charter 
funding reform) on Thursday, March 14 in Harrisburg from 10:00 AM-3:00 PM. 

 

 The next meeting of the State Board of Education will be Harrisburg on March 13-14.  Click here for 
meeting agenda. 
 

 Smart Start and the North Carolina Partnership for Children, Inc. will host the 2013 National 
Smart Start Conference, April 29 - May 2 in Greensboro, NC.  The 2013 Conference will feature a 
half-day preconference session followed by three days of workshops and networking opportunities.  
Focus areas include: Early Childhood System Development, Early Care and Education, Early 

http://pcntv.com/new-series-focus-on-education/
http://www.pealcenter.org/
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2013&sind=0&body=H&type=B&BN=0135
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2013&sind=0&body=H&type=B&BN=0618
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2013&sind=0&body=H&type=B&BN=0759
http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/community/meetings/19719/upcoming_meeting_agenda/529119
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Childhood Health, Family Support and Leadership; and Public Engagement and Advocacy.  Click 
here for details and registration. 
 
 

 
 

 

EPLC Education Notebook is published by The Education Policy and Leadership Center (EPLC).  

Permission to reprint or electronically redistribute the Notebook in whole or in part is granted provided 

attribution to EPLC is provided.  The Education Policy and Leadership Center is an independent, non-

partisan and not-for-profit organization.  The Mission of the Education Policy and Leadership Center is to 

encourage and support the development and implementation of effective state-level education policies to 

improve student learning in grades P-12, increase the effective operation of schools, and enhance 

educational opportunities for citizens of all ages. 

 

https://ww2.eventrebels.com/er/EventHomePage/CustomPage.jsp?ActivityID=8359&ItemID=32327
https://ww2.eventrebels.com/er/EventHomePage/CustomPage.jsp?ActivityID=8359&ItemID=32327

